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PKOCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON. 



SESSION 1861-63. 
Seventh Meeting, Monday, February 24th, 1862. 

Lord ASHBUBTON, President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — Rev. Robert Wheeler Bush; Lord George Quin ; 
Major Charles S. Showers ; Capt. Edward Whitby ; George F. Chambers ; 
Samuel Day Goss, m.d. ; and Edward Lawrence, Esqrs., were presented 
upon their election. 

Elections. — Lieutenant- Colonel R. Stuart Baynes ; Sir William Holmes ; 
Lieutenant-General W. T. Knollys ; Sir Charles Edward Trevelyan, k.c.b. ; 
Lieutenant Arthur Wing, r.n. ; A. Grooss Duff, m.d. ; Harry Emanuel ; 
James Alexander Guthrie ; Henry Wilkes Trotman ; Spencer St. John, 
H.M. Consul-General, Haiti ; Henry Bridgeman Simpson ; and Harrington 
Tuhe, m.d., Esqrs., were elected Fellows. 

Accessions. — Among the Accessions to the Library and Map-rooms 
since the former meeting were — M'Cosh's ' Advice to Officers in 
India ;' Kennedy's ' Ethnological and Linguistic Essays ;' General 
Atlas by Visscher ; American Atlas, by Jeffreys ; Admiralty Charts, 
&c, &c, ozc. 

Exhibitions. — Several Photographs of Mendoza, after the late 
earthquake, were exhibited by Mr. Hinchliff ; and diagrams illus- 
trating Commander Bedford Pirn's proposed Transit-Eoute across 
Central America were also laid on the table. 

The Noble President wished, before the Papers were read, to refer to the 
deep regret he had felt at his inability, owing to indisposition, to attend the 
meetings of the Society during the present year, and more especially the first 
of those meetings. When he had taken leave of them at the close of the past 
year, he had expressed a hope that when they next reassembled they should 
do so in peace. At that time the only dark cloud that apparently loomed in 
their horizon lay upon America, but by the time the Society met again a deep 
and irreparable loss had befallen them. He believed there was not one of 
those then assembled who did not feel that the greatest patron of science had 
been lost to the country by the death of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Consort, and it was the duty of their President to give utterance to feelings 
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which, they all entertained. However, the time for doing so had now passed 
by, and he could only once more express his. regret that he was unable to he 
present on that occasion. 

The Papers read were — 
1. Report on the Brazilian Province of the Parana. By the Hon. H. P. 

Vebekee, H.B.M. Consvd at Rio G-rande do Sul. 
The Brazilian province of the Parana is thinly peopled, and has 
been much neglected. It lies between the Atlantic and the pro- 
vince of Uruguay, and between the S. latitudes 22° and 28°. Its 
surface rises gradually, in well-wooded and well-watered districts, 
from the seaboard to the heights of the Serra do Mar and the hills 
of St. Paul. Thence to the westward lies a large diversified plain, 
containing the capital, Curityba, and other towns, the furthest of 
which is Guarapuava, at the extreme limits of civilization. Beyond 
are immense unexplored forests, reaching to the confines of the 
province on the Parana and Uruguay. They are intersected by 
numerous rivers, which are, for the most part, little known, but 
will doubtless afford routes for future commerce. As yet there are 
no ports upon any of them. The only considerable harbour on the 
Atlantic is Paranagua, which has never been regularly surveyed. It is 
an immense sheet of water, apparently deep and navigable throughout. 

A description is given in the paper of nine small colonies that are 
established in different parts of the country. One of the most interest- 
ing and the most fertile is that of South Theresa, founded in 1847 
by the late Dr. Faivre, a Frenchman, and consisting in 1850 of 180 
Brazilians and 20 French. In addition to these are many small settle- 
ments of Germans and others, and their number is on the increase. 



2. A Sketch of Nicaragua. By Geeald Baoul Peeey, Esq., 
H.B.M. Vice-Consul for that State. 
Nicaeagua, one of the five sovereign states of Central America, is 
about half the area of Great Britain, but contains a population of 
only a quarter of a million, of whom nearly a half reside in towns. 
The country is mostly a dead level, covered with perennial forest, 
growing on a soil of apparently extreme fertility. Its climate has 
two marked seasons — the wet and the dry — of which the former is 
called the winter, on account of its chilliness, though the sun is at 
that time vertical. The whole territory is eminently volcanic, such 
hills as there are being either active or extinct volcanoes. The 
chief exports of Nicaragua are hides (about 50,000 annually) and 
various woods. One-half of its population are pure Indians, and 
the rest, oxeopting very few pure Spaniards, are of intermixed races. 



